
 2018 Online Exam Review

A LEVEL RS COMPONENT 1 - SIKHISM (OPTION F)

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 12 14.3 1.7 20 71.3 46.1
1b 12 14.1 6.9 30 46.9 46.1
2a 14 11.3 3.3 20 56.4 53.9
2b 14 19.6 5 30 65.2 53.9
3a 6 8 4.2 20 40 23.1
3b 5 15.6 5 30 52 19.2
4a 6 9.8 5.1 20 49.2 23.1
4b 6 17.3 4.3 30 57.8 23.1
5a 14 10.9 3 20 54.3 53.9
5b 14 20.5 3.7 30 68.3 53.9
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 
 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  
 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 


examples. 
 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 


appropriate. 
 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 
 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 
 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 
 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 
 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 
 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 
 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 


examples. 
 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 
 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 
 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  
 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Little  or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 
 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 
'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by 
the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in 
context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various 
elements of the approaches studied. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally 


been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with 


reason and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question 


set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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2. (a) Examine the role and significance of the Mul Mantra in Sikhism. [AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses will be credited. 
 
SIGNIFICANCE 


 The Mul Mantra is a summary provided by Guru Nanak of beliefs about 
God. Traditionally it has been regarded as Guru Nanak’s first poetic 
utterance but scholars have suggested it could have been written at a 
later date perhaps when he settled at Kartapur. 


 Mul means ‘essence’ and it is the nearest thing in Sikhism to a credal 
statement. The words were placed by Guru Arjan at the beginning of the 
Adi Granth and lead into the Japji of Guru Nanak. 


 The Mul Mantra clearly expresses that Sikhism is a monotheistic religion – 
God is ‘one without a second’ Sikhs depend on the Mul Mantra to 
understand the nature of God. 


 It affirms Sikh beliefs that God is immanent and all-pervading – the 
experience of God in every experience and object. Guru Amar Das refers 
to the world as the image of God. 


 It also expresses the Sikh belief that the Ultimate Reality is beyond 
human comprehension and is made known only as a result of God’s self-
volition.The extent of the knowledge God discloses is also self-
determined. 


 It expresses Guru Nanak’s belief that God is sovereign. He said ʽGod 
cannot be told what to do. God’s own will determines His actions.’ 
Sometimes religious believers think that God can be manipulated by such 
things as sacrifices, austere living, gifts of money. Sikhs should not hold 
such beliefs.  


 The Mul Mantra also signifies the Sikh belief that Sikhs should rely on 
God’s grace to attain mukti. 


ROLE 


 In its role as a mantra it allows Sikhs to recite God’s name in ‘sat nam’ to 
purify the mind and come close to God 


 The recitation of the Mul Mantra is a central part of daily prayers and so 
brings Sikhs into relationship with God every day.  


 It has fundamental importance as a statement of faith. It reminds Sikhs of 
some of the identifying beliefs of their religion. 


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
  







 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 8 


 (b) ‘The Mul Mantra is the most important statement of faith in Sikhism.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  
 


 The Mul Mantra is a unique source for belief in God and is fundamental to 
all Sikh beliefs. It influences beliefs about the soul, spiritual experience, 
worship and creation. 


 The teaching in the Mul Mantra, whilst simple, is also very complex and 
incorporates all other Sikh teachings about the role of the gurus and the 
ultimate purpose of life. It is a complete philosophy in itself. It portrays 
God as Guru. Sikhs believe that God who cannot be known through 
human effort decided to communicate with humanity. In order to fulfil this 
God took on the role of divine teacher. This divine message was given to 
the Sikh Gurus for the purpose of liberating people from the cycle of 
rebirth. It is contained in the Guru Granth Sahib.This is one of the most 
fundamental and importan Sikh teachings. God becomes manifest as Sat 
Guru, the One who speaks the Word. The Guru combines the roles of 
spiritual guide and pastoral adviser. 


 It is possible for some Sikhs to be very strongly affected by the Mul 
Mantra and it will influence all of their other actions and beliefs – deciding 
to marry, changing jobs. 


 Each statement of the Mul Mantra affirms Sikh monotheistic theology. 


 However many Sikh while acknowledging the importance of the Mul 
Mantra would point to other influences and expressions of Sikh faith. 


 Many would argue that it is not the only text in Sikhism and that the whole 
of the Guru Granth Sahib is understood as the Guru for the Panth.  


 Some would say that the Mul Mantra is limited in terms of the aspects of 
the Sikh faith it considers and addresses. It does not contain the material 
of the Rahit Maryada which is a very important and practical guide to the 
Sikh way of life. It also gives a definition of a Sikh – any person whose 
faith is in one God , the Ten Gurus and their teaching and the Adi Granth. 
In addition he or she must believe in the necessity and importance of 
amrit (initiation) and must not adhere to any other religion.   


 Others would point to the fact that it does not refer to the khalsa.  Many 
would express the opinion that the declarations of faith made during the 
amrit samskar are the most important statement of faith in Sikhism. 


 Other Sikhs might point to the fact that the Mul Mantra is the work of only 
one of the ten gurus. A statement of Sikh faith would encompass the 
teaching and work of all ten. 


 
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


  












Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

This needs to be explained in detail.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Very general with no specific historical or social references.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Such as?



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Again this is very general and there is no reference to a time-line of events which shows the growth of the Sikh community.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

?







Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

As it stands this is irrelevant but could include some valid points if put into the context of the question set.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Very limited knowledge and understanding and low level of accuracy and relevance. It is a very limited response in terms of specific facts and evidence. The answer is given B1 - 2



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

This is a valid point but needs to be developed in the context of the question.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Again there is a valid point to be made but it is not developed in any way.







Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Development of argument needed supported by reasoning and evidence.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

As it stands this is not a relevant argument.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Some valid points referred to but not developed. Evaluation is inconsistent and there is a basic attempt to justify the views given. However there needs to be much more evidence/reasoning given in support.The answer is given B2 - 9
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Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Good concise introduction setting Guru Arjan in context.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Candidate has successfully identified one of Arjan's main accomplishments but its importance to Sikhism needs to be developed further.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Importance of contribution referred to here.







Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Good use of quotation as evidence.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

This is a very important contribution which could have been developed further.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding which answers the demands of the question set. There is good use of evidence and examples and accurate references made to sources of wisdom.The answer is given B4 - 14







Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Good concise introduction setting out the issues for discussion.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

This is rather descriptive in nature and although could be used to form an argument to discuss the issues raised by the question, it is not really used effectively.







Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

This argument and the evidence presented in support is rather unclear.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Interesting argument but needs development - was his empire religious but not in the context of Sikhism. It is a valid argument but need more evidence in support.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

This is largely irrelevant.







Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Evidence?



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and evidence although there is room for further development of some of the arguments.The answer is given B3 - 16
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 
 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  
 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 


examples. 
 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 


appropriate. 
 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 
 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 
 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 
 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 
 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 
 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 
 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 


examples. 
 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 
 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 
 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  
 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Little  or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 
 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 
'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by 
the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in 
context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various 
elements of the approaches studied. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally 


been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with 


reason and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question 


set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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GCE A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


SUMMER 2018 MARK SCHEME 
 


COMPONENT 1: THE STUDY OF RELIGION 
 


OPTION F - A SUDY OF SIKHISM 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1. (a) Examine Guru Arjan’s contribution to the development of Sikhism. [AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses will be credited. 


 


 His work in completing the Golden Temple (Harimandir) - continuing the 
work of his father Guru Ram Das.Amritsar was founded by Guru Ram Das 
and its prosperity grew quickly. It became a focal point for Sikhs on the 
festival days of Baisakhi and Diwali. The Darbar Sahib built by Guru Arjan 
turned Amritsar into a pilgrimage centre. It has been regarded the holy 
city of the Sikhs ever since. Work on the Harmandir began in 1589. The 
building was designed to have a doorway in each side unlike the Hindu 
temples which had only one entrance. In this way it was shown to be open 
to all four castes. 


 His urban programme - developed Amritsar as a centre of excellence.  


 Compilation of Adi Granth - had official collection of hymns put together. 
Included those of Guru Nanak and therefore safeguarded his teachings. 
Hymns praise God, teach what God is like and gives advice about the 
right way to live. He collected the hymns of all the previous gurus and 
those of many Hindu and Muslim saints such as Kabir and compiled them 
into one large volume called the Adi Granth. His 2,216 hymns are the 
largest contribution to the Adi Granth. 


 Installed Adi Granth in the Harmandir. The Adi Granth communicates a 
consistent message of spiritual liberation (sach khand).  


 Safeguarded and supported the principles taught by Guru Nanak.  


 He declared that all Sikhs should give a tenth of their earnings to charity. 
The panth was taxed on a regular basis, the Daswandh or tax of 10 per 
cent being collected by the sangatias first appointed by the Third Guru. 
The revenue was used to construct reservoirs to counter the threat of 
water shortage and buildings. 


 He laid the foundations of the city of Taran. Eleven miles south of 
Amritsar where a large dharmasala and leprosarium was built. 


 His death changed the way Sikhs thought about themselves and led to 
the formation of the Sikh army.  


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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1. (b) ‘Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s empire was not a religious empire.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  


 
 In Sikhism the inward and the outward, the spiritual and the empirical are 


inextricably interwoven.  The Gurus believed that a combination of religion 
and politics was essential to achieve the ethical ideals of human equality, 
freedom and justice. Mahara Ranjit Singh’s empire embodies these 
beliefs. 


 Ranjit Singh built his rule on religious foundations. He referred to his 
Government as Sarkar-i-Khalsa, which derived its legitimacy from the 
Khalsa. He attributed every success to the favour of God and he styled 
himself and the people collectively as the Khalsa or Commonwealth of 
Gobind. His state salutation was Wahe-i-Guru Ji Ka Khalsa, Wahe-i-Guru 
Ji Ki Fateh (Khalsa belongs to God and its victory is the victory of God). 
His official seal bore the word- Akal Sahai (May God help). The term also 
indicated that the Khalsa did not owe its allegiance to any earthly power 
and acted in total devotion to Akal (The Timeless Reality). This developed 
Sikhism as a practical way of life. 


 Ranjit Singh developed Sikhism as an universal religion. Religious bigotry, 
he knew was incompatible with Sikhism. The idea of unity of God, 
universal brotherhood and welfare of all (Sarbat da Bhala) which summed 
up the basic tenets of Sikhism, enabled him to restore complete religious 
harmony in his kingdom. Ranjit Singh did not proclaim Sikhism to be the 
state religion, nor did he make any conscious efforts to propagate his 
religion, His broad religious outlook was reflected in according due 
respect to all religions. In the vision of the Sikh Gurus, a sane human 
society was essentially a plural one. This vision was developed by Ranjit 
Singh.  He did not treat the Sikhs as a privileged class and did not place 
any disabilities on his non-Sikh subjects. Nor did he interfere with the 
religious and cultural life of other communities. They were allowed to 
freely practise their religions without payment of a special tax. There were 
no discriminating tariffs. Ranjit Singh gave complete freedom of 
expression and worship to all his subjects.   


 Ranjit Singh's employment policy reflected the basic liberal and 
humanitarian teaching of Sikhism. The highest posts in his Government 
were as open to Muslims as to the Sikhs and the Hindus. 


 Although many would point to Ranjit Singh’s reign as the golden era of 
Sikhism others would point out that it could never have happened without 
the contribution of Guru Arjan. He safeguarded Sikh beliefs by his 
compilation of the Adi Granth.  


 A vast number of Punjabi tribes converted to Sikhism because of Guru 
Arjan’s message and Sikhism became the prominent religion of the 
Punjab. 


 He developed a movement with a distinct identity of its own and with clear 
religious and sociopolitical facets. 


 
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option F – A Study of Sikhism


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part (b)	of	each	question	tests	your	skills	of	analysis	and	evaluation,	with	regards	to	aspects	of	and	
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Either,


2. (a)	 Examine	the	role	and	significance	of	the	Mul	Mantra	in	Sikhism. [20]


(b) ‘The	Mul	Mantra	is	the	most	important	statement	of	faith	in	Sikhism.’
Evaluate	this	view. [30]












Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Good concise introduction setting the Mul Mantra in context. 



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

This could be developed further.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Good knowledge and understanding and confident use of specialist language and vocabulary.







Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Good knowledge of the content of the Mul Mantra and the significance of its teaching.







Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

The answer deals very well with the significance of the Mul Mantra but its role needs to be developed further and supported by specific examples.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding which clearly answers the demands of the question set especially in terms of significance. However role needs to be developed further. There is good use of evidence and examples throughout.The answer is given B4 - 16



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Answer immediately addresses the question set.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Valid point made, clear reasoning and supported by evidence.







Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Alternative views considered supported by evidence.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Thorough, sustained and clear views given.







Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

Good use of quotation and source of authority as evidence.



Dylan Jones

Sticky Note

The answer demonstrates confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. It successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set.The answer is given B5 - 28
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Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option F – A Study of Sikhism


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part (b)	of	each	question	tests	your	skills	of	analysis	and	evaluation,	with	regards	to	aspects	of	and	
approaches to religion and belief.


Section B


Answer one question from this section.


3. (a)	 Examine	the	origin	and	growth	of	the	Sikh	community	in	Britain. [20]


(b) ‘Practising	Sikhism	in	Britain	is	not	difficult.’
Evaluate	this	view. [30]
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 
 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  
 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 


examples. 
 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 


appropriate. 
 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 
 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 
 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 
 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 
 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 
 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 
 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 


examples. 
 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 
 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 
 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  
 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Little  or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 
 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 
'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by 
the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in 
context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various 
elements of the approaches studied. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally 


been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with 


reason and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 
approaches studied. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question 


set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Section B 
 
 


3. (a) Examine the origin and growth of the Sikh community in Britain. [AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some  of the following, but other relevant 
responses will be credited. 
 


 Sikh migration began after the Punjab was annexed by the British. 


 The first known Sikh to arrive in Britain was Maharaja Dalip Singh, son of 
Ranjit Singh, the last ruler of the Sikh empire. He converted to Christianity 
but was so dissatisfied with his treatment that he wanted to return to India 
and be readmitted into the Sikh faith. 


 Dalip Singh and Ram Singh, builder of the Indian rooms in Queen 
Victoria’s Osborne house were notable Sikh visitors to Britain. In 1911 the 
first gurdwara was established in Putney but others did not appear until 
after World War Two. This was due mainly to the fact that Britain was 
considered too far for Sikh migration and was not in need of cheap labour. 


 Sikh and other Indian traders came to Britain between the wars. Many 
belonged to the Bhatra jati. They would arrive at ports such as Cardiff or 
Portsmouth and set up base in rented rooms, buy domestic items and go 
from door to door with their cases. Other Sikhs worked in open air 
markets.However none of these intended to settle as their families 
remained in the Punjab. The first wave of immigration was men, hoping to 
make enough money to return, but gradually families came. 


 Real settlement in Britain began in the late 1950s with the arrival of 
economic migrants from the Punjab. A decade later came migration from 
East Africa. At present the Sikh population in Britain is the largest outside 
India. 


 Sikhs were economic migrants who chose to come to Britain because 
they were British. They went to the traditional industrial areas such as 
Lancashire and the East and West midlands.They went where they were 
needed. 


 The gurdwara has become the focus of Sikh life in Britain. Rooms in 
private houses were used by the first settlers but now warehouses, 
redundant churches or former schools have been converted into 
gurdwaras. On Sundays they are full. It also has a formal educational role 
holding classes in Punjabi and training in using the musical instruments 
used in worship. A distinctive feature of Britain’s community is the 
establishment of caste gurdwaras. 


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) 'Practicing Sikhism in Britain is not difficult.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  
 


 It could be argued that British Sikhs have an identity problem. The Sikh 
community has a strong sense of identity associated with the Punjab 
which makes it distinctive. Marriages are often arranged between the 
Punjab and Britain and although this may result in east-west tension, 
where a boy or girl from the Punjab settles down with someone born and 
educated in Britain,  it encourages the conservation of Sikh values. 
However it does make assimilation into British society more difficult.  


 Another issue is the use of Punjabi. Traditionally Sikh services are held in 
Punjabi and children born in Britain are expected to master the language 
because of the historic relationship between language and culture. 
However this is becoming increasingly more difficult and Sikhs have had 
to consider whether English should be used as a medium for preaching 
and teaching. The issue of the bilingual gurdwara is an important one for 
British Sikhism and the consideration whether Sikhism is regarded as an 
ethnic religion. Many British Sikhs have now succeeded in separating 
their understanding of the essence of Sikhism from a Punjabi/Indian 
lifestyle in respect of diet, dress, arranged marriages and language.  


 Another issue which sometimes causes a number of difficulties for Sikhs 
living in Britain is the lack of knowledge and ignorance amongst the 
majority of the population about the teachings and values of Sikhism. This 
leads to prejudice and discrimination in a number of different ways and 
concerning different aspects. This is not helped by the fact that little 
Sikhism is taught in schools in Britain.  Sikhism is also often 
misrepresented in the media and in education as entirely Khalsa Sikhism, 
and/or as a violent group within Hinduism. Ignorance of the spiritual and 
religious meaning of the wearing of the 5Ks has led many people to have 
only a ‘warrior image’ of Sikhs, leading some to have an antagonising 
attitude towards them. 


 Sikhs are often mistaken for Muslims and in contemporary society and the 
prevailing problems in the Middle East the wearing of the turban and 
beard can lead to a presumption that Sikhs are members or supporters of 
terrorist organisations such as the ‘Taliban’ or ‘IS’. 


 Sikhs may struggle to be fully observant in a society that runs on a 
Christian-based calendar. However there has been in terms of 
worshipping at the gurdwara or celebrating gupurbs a shift to Sunday as 
the day for the main service. 


 Cultural differences can also cause difficulties for Sikhs living in Britain.  
Injunctions against the use of tobacco and alcohol may be challenging for 
Sikh youth. 


 Problems regarding the carrying of kirpan are sometimes encountered 
especially with the tightening of security by airlines. There have also been 
issues with school uniform policies and the wearing of the kara. This issue  
of the wearing of the kara was decided by the courts in favour of Sikhism 


 However, these days Sikhs have many freedoms in law which mean they 
are not discriminated against.  They are able to wear a turban in the 
workplace, even in situations where there is a uniform, they are exempt 
from the law regarding motorbike helmets. 
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 Disposal of the dead was at one point a contentious issue. However many 
crematoria allow the eldest son to ignite the fire. Rivers in different parts 
of Britain have been consecrated to allow the dispersion of the ashes. 


 The gurdwara has developed into more of a social centre than it ever was 
in the Punjab. 


 Britain remains one of the most open countries in Europe to religious 
diversity and freedom of expression. 


 
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Component 1 – A Study of Religion


Option F – A Study of Sikhism


Part (a) of each question tests your knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.


Part (b)	of	each	question	tests	your	skills	of	analysis	and	evaluation,	with	regards	to	aspects	of	and	
approaches to religion and belief.


Section A


Answer one question from this section.


Either,


1. (a)	 Examine	Guru	Arjan’s	contribution	to	the	development	of	Sikhism. [20]


(b) ‘Maharaja	Ranjit	Singh’s	empire	was	not	a	religious	empire.’
Evaluate	this	view. [30]
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